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Gary Gladstein and his family
have been integral to the growth
and success of the Institute.
Their passion, dedication, and
support have laid the foundation
for a University-wide program
that supports inquiry into the
most pressing human rights
questions and prepares the next
generation of human rights
advocates. We are incredibly
grateful for their vision and

generosity.”

UConn President Radenka Maric




ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

he Human Rights Institute at the University of Connecticut was established in 2003. In recogni-

tion of the contributions of Gary Gladstein ’66 (CLAS), ’08 (HON) and his family, on February 22,

2023, it was named the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute. This conference celebrates not
only the Institute’s anniversary, but also honors the Gladstein family. Convening more than 40 speakers
over the course of three days, this international conference addresses themes central to the work of
the Gladstein Institute’s research and practice clusters, including:

* History and Future of War Crimes Prosecution

* Supply Chains Disrupted: The Social and Environmental Dimensions of Reform

* Russian Propaganda for War

e A lLegacy Without Limits Film Screening and Discussion

* Global Health & the Right to Health: Critical Perspectives from Latin America

* The U.S. National Action Plan on Responsible Business Conduct

* Human Rights Measurement and Monitoring: Challenges and Methodological Approaches
* Transforming Human Rights Education for Contentious Times

¢ Memorialization, Transitional Justice, and Human Rights

* Humanitarian Narratives in the Global South

* Biomedical Technologies and Human Rights: Conceptual, Ethical and Legal Considerations

These panels cut distinct routes through the human rights terrain while remaining rooted in rigorous
social science and humanities methods of inquiry. The discussions both reflect and celebrate the
interdisciplinarity of the Gladstein Institute’s research programs and the innovative scholarship that
has emerged from two decades of hosting conferences, workshops, and invited speakers across these
domains.

The Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute has provided a fruitful site to convene scholars,
practitioners, and students across disciplines, instigating and supporting collaboration across
conventional academic boundaries. Situated at the intersection of academic inquiry between the legal,
social science, and humanities traditions, the University of Connecticut is a place where the promise
and claims of human rights are interrogated through research into institutions and processes, both
global and local. Human rights are not simply academic subjects, however, and we seek to inform and
shape policy decisions through our work.

This conference will continue its tradition, drawing scholars and practitioners from around the world to

renew ongoing conversations and to inspire new ones about the latest challenges in the field.



SCHEDULE

WEDNESDAY MARCH 29, 2023

10:00AM

Welcome and Opening Remarks
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

10:15AM - 11:30AM

History and Future of War Crimes Prosecution
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has precipitated a turning point in the international law of war crimes. In
similar previous moments, new concepts and terms emerged to make sense of crimes and to prepare a path

” ”

toward justice. “War crimes,” “crimes against humanity,” “genocide,” and “human rights” are examples of these
earlier concepts. Recognizing the importance of historical context in establishing these precedents, what new
concepts, what new language, can help make sense of crimes committed in twenty-first century warfare and

contribute to securing justice?

Panelists

Predrag Dojcinovi¢, Adjunct Professor and Research Affiliate, Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute, University
of Connecticut

Emma Gilligan, Associate Professor of International Studies, Indiana University Bloomington
Peter Pomerantsev, Senior Fellow, Agora Institute, Johns Hopkins University Nathaniel A. Raymond, Executive

Nathaniel A. Raymond, Executive Director, Humanitarian Research Lab, Yale School of Public Health

Moderator: Sara Silverstein, Assistant Professor of History and Human Rights, University of Connecticut

11:45AM - 1:00PM

Supply Chains Disrupted: The Social and Environmental Dimensions of Reform
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

Global supply chains have experienced multiple recent and high-profile shocks, driven in part by labor
shortages and transportation snares spurred by the COVID-19 pandemic and by commodities shortfalls linked
to the war in Ukraine. Beneath these disruptions are underlying problems including a lack of social protection
floors for workers in multiple industries, and a lack of regulatory safeguards for new industries integral to
contemporary supply networks (e.g., e-commerce and other elements of the digital economy). Panelists will
explore problems and proposals for reform aimed at safeguarding the economic rights of workers while shoring
up the social and environmental sustainability of global supply chains.

Panelists
Tola Moeun, Executive Director, Center for Alliance of Labor & Human Rights in Cambodia

Marina Colby, Senior Labor Advisor, U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)

Mark Anner, Professor of Labor and Employment Relations, and Director of the Center for Global Workers’ Rights,
Penn State University

Judy Gearhart, Senior Researcher, American University School of International Service

Moderator: Shareen Hertel, Professor of Political Science and Human Rights, University of Connecticut



1:15PM - 2:30PM

Lunch
Student Union, Room 304

3:00PM - 4:00PM

Russian Propaganda for War
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

What is the character and function of Russian propaganda for war, and what concrete effects does it have on
Russian popular opinion on the war? Has social media changed the terrain and meant that states can no longer
control information as much as before? Can propagandists, publishers, and media owners be held accountable
under international law for inciting war crimes, crimes against humanity, or genocide? This panel brings
together experts in Russian media and international law to examine the legal and political implications of war
propaganda.

Speakers

Richard A. Wilson, Gladstein Distinguished Chair of Human Rights, Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor of
Law and Anthropology, University of Connecticut

Peter Pomerantsev, Senior Fellow, Agora Institute, Johns Hopkins University

Predrag Dojcinovi¢, Adjunct Professor and Research Affiliate, Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute, University
of Connecticut

4:30PM - 5:30PM

A Legacy Without Limits Film Screening and Discussion
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

A Legacy Without Limits celebrates the life and work of human rights scholar and advocate Wiktor Osiatynski,
highlighting his key role in the founding and development of the Human Rights Institute at the University of
Connecticut. Directed by UConn faculty member Catherine Masud, the film features interviews with Wiktor’s
family and friends, as well as colleagues at UConn, Open Society Foundations, the Central European University,
and the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, each reflecting on the impact of Wiktor’s legacy and what it
means for human rights in our world today and in the future. For more information about the film, see pages
16-17.

Respondents

Ewa Woydytto Osiatynska, Doctor of Clinical Psychology, Certified Family Counselor, and Supervisor in Addiction
Treatment

Natalia Osiatynska, Strategic Writer and Brand Naming Consultant

Maciej Nowicki, President, Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights

Matgorzata Szuleka, Secretary of the Board, Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights
Gary Gladstein, Founder, Marsha Lilien Gladstein Foundation

Richard A. Wilson, Gladstein Distinguished Chair of Human Rights, Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor of
Law and Anthropology, University of Connecticut

Moderator: Kathryn Libal, Director, Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute and Associate Professor, Social Work
and Human Rights, University of Connecticut

For more information about the film, see pages 16-17.
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SCHEDULE

THURSDAY MARCH 30, 2023

9:00AM - 10:15AM

Global Health & the Right to Health: Critical Perspectives from Latin America
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

The intersection of Global Health and Human Rights has generated concepts, methods, and political debates,
as well as legislation and programs. In official accounts, the importance of local activism, social movements,
and regional trajectories in the history of global health and the right to health is often overshadowed by
international organizations and foundations’ universalizing narratives of what human rights are and how to
measure progress. In this panel, leading scholars and activists from Latin America will challenge these top-
down accounts by sharing incredible conceptual, methodological and political contributions of subaltern
proposals from Latin America. Panelists will not only shed light on the regional specificities of their struggles,
but also show how this region is at the forefront of challenging Western perspectives on the right to health, for
instance by proposing novel decommodified and pluriversal perspectives on the social determination of the
health-disease-treatment process, intercultural health, and healthcare systems.

Panelists

Mario Hernandez-Alvarez, Coordinator of the Doctoral Program on Public Health, Universidad Nacional de
Colombia

Alejandro Ceron-Valdes, Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Anthropology, University of Denver

Erika Arteaga-Cruz, Professor, San Francisco de Quito University

Moderator: César E. Abadia-Barrero, Associate Professor of Anthropology and Human Rights, University of
Connecticut

10:30AM - 11:45AM

The U.S. National Action Plan on Responsible Business Conduct
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

On June 16, 2021, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken announced on behalf of the Biden-Harris
Administration that the federal government would soon begin updating and revitalizing the United States’
National Action Plan (NAP) on Responsible Business Conduct. Interested parties were provided the opportunity
to submit written comments for federal government agencies to consider in developing the NAP. Submissions
from business, civil society, and academia were followed by informal consultations between these groups and
the government in 2022. The United States published its first NAP in December 2016, one of about 30 countries
throughout the world to have done so. The panel will consider the role of NAPs and how the NAP could and
should take forward the business and human rights agenda in the United States.

Panelists
Jena Martin, Robert L. Shuman Professor of Law and Ethics, West Virginia University

Eric Biel, Senior Advisor, Fair Labor Association; Adjunct Faculty, Georgetown Law

Jordyn Arndt, Foreign Affairs Officer, U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor

Moderator: Rachel Chambers, Assistant Professor of Business Law, University of Connecticut School of Business



12:00 PM - 1:15PM

Lunchtime Breakout Sessions
Student Union (SU) 304 AB C

LUNCHTIME BREAKOUT SESSIONS TOPICS/PRESENTERS

Engaging the Human Rights Archive at The Dodd Center
for Human Rights, SU 304A

The Human Rights Collections within UConn Archives &
Special Collections documents human rights and social
justice struggles. This growing collection is a repository for
materials invaluable to researchers and in the classroom.
Presenters share insights into several collections related

to war tribunals, genocide, children’s labor rights, rights to
housing, and more. Attendees have an opportunity to think
about how histories of human rights can be examined within
this growing collection.

Presenters:

Catherine Masud, Assistant Professor in Residence,
Digital Media and Design and Human Rights, University of
Connecticut; Director, A Legacy Without Limits

Predrag Dojcinovi¢, Adjunct Professor and Research Affiliate,
Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute, University of
Connecticut

Fiona Vernal, Director of Engaged, Public, Oral, and
Community Histories (EPOCH) and Associate Professor of
History and Africana Studies, University of Connecticut

Alumni Experiences in the Human Rights Field, SU 304C

Human rights informs work in a range of professions. This
breakout session draws upon the experiences of three
UConn alum who share insights into how human rights
matter in their work. Attendees will have a chance to
engage the panelists and each other to discuss the diverse
applications of human rights knowledge in practice at the
community, state, national, or international levels.

Presenters:
Victor Schachter, Founder and President, The Foundation for
Sustainable Rule of Law Initiatives

Jeff Smith, Founder and Director, Vanguard Africa; Producer,
The Resistance Bureau

Johanna DeBari, Director of Workforce Equity and Training,
Caring Health Center, Springfield, Massachusetts

Exploring a Human Rights-based Approach to Engineering,
SU 304B

Engineering has profound implications for human
societies, individuals, and the environment. Yet, the field’s
traditional focus on shaping the physical and natural
world has frequently underemphasized the social impacts
of engineering practice. Human rights offer a specific
framework for managing harm prevention and enhancing
the social benefits of engineering. This breakout session
will discuss the “Engineering for Human Rights” paradigm
and showcase ongoing research and teaching efforts in this
area at the University of Connecticut. Attendees will also
have the opportunity to engage in a case study discussing
the application of engineering ethics and Human rights to
engineering work.

Presenters:

Davis Chacon-Hurtado, Assistant Research Professor,
Civil and Environmental Engineering and Human Rights,
University of Connecticut

Shareen Hertel, Professor of Political Science and Human
Rights, University of Connecticut

Genevieve Rigler, Ph.D. Student, Civil and Environmental
Engineering, University of Connecticut



SCHEDULE

THURSDAY MARCH 30, 2023

1:30PM - 2:45PM Human Rights Measurement and Monitoring: Challenges and Methodological Approaches
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

In order to document and describe the extent of human rights conditions and abuses, advance our
understanding of their causes and consequences, and inform policy and advocacy we must accurately and
systematically observe and measure these phenomena. Because human rights abusers seek to obfuscate their
actions and deny access to evidence, this is a tremendous challenge. The Human Rights Research and Data
(HURRD) Hub session brings together scholars working on cutting edge techniques to improve and expand
the measurement of human rights fulfillment and violations, as well as the institutional and policy approaches
to prevent or address them, around the world. Panelists will explain the key challenges to human rights
measurement and observation that their research aims to address, introduce their innovative methodological
approaches to meeting these challenges, and discuss how their data can be used in human rights research,
policy, and advocacy. Panelist presentations will lead to an open format discussion to 1) elicit critical feedback
on the projects from the audience, 2) make these innovative methodological advances in human rights
research accessible to the audience, and 3) identify limitations in human rights measurement and the needs for
innovation and future research to address these gaps.

Panelists
Rebecca Cordell, Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Texas-Dallas

Chris Fariss, Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Michigan

Kelebogile Zvobgo, Assistant Professor of Government, William & Mary; Founder and Director of the International
Justice Lab

Skip Mark, Assistant Professor and Director, Center for Nonviolence & Peace Studies, University of Rhode Island

Moderator: Mike Rubin, Assistant Research Professor, Human Rights, Engineering and Business, and Director,
Human Rights Research and Data Hub, University of Connecticut
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3:00PM - 4:15PM

Transforming Human Rights Education for Contentious Times
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “every individual and every organ of society...shall strive
by teaching and education to promote respect for these rights and freedoms” (1948). Since then, human rights
education has evolved from a field that aims to raise awareness about respect for human rights to one through
which a person or community has the potential to transform as a result of realizing human rights and one’s
ability to influence positive social change. At the same time, scholars and practitioners have critiqued human
rights and human rights education for privileging Western and Eurocentric contributions to the fields over non-
Western knowledge, values, and perspectives. As a result, they have been engaged in the work of decolonizing
human rights education. In this panel, leading human rights education scholars will draw on their decades

of experience to reflect on the past and discuss how human rights education needs to continue to evolve at
present to meet these contentious times. They will discuss how human rights education can address global
challenges such as prejudice and discrimination, economic injustice, and the effects of the climate crisis, and
examine how scholarship can inform practice to contend with the human rights challenges of today.

Panelists
Audrey Osler, Professor Emerita of Human Rights Education and Citizenship, University of Leeds
Michalinos Zembylas, Professor of Educational Theory and Curriculum Studies, Open University of Cyprus

André Keet, Research Chair for Critical Studies in Higher Education Transformation and Deputy Vice-Chancellor,
Engagement and Transformation, Nelson Mandela University

Moderator: Sandra Sirota, Assistant Professor in Residence, Experiential Global Learning and Human Rights,
University of Connecticut

4:30PM - 5:45PM

“Accountability and its Discontent - Between Hope and Despair,” Gladstein Visiting Professor Keynote
Address by Rashida Manjoo
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

Rashida Manjoo, Former United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, Its Causes and
Consequences; Professor Emerita, University of Cape Town



SCHEDULE

FRIDAY MARCH 31, 2023

9:00AM - 10:15AM

Memorialization, Transitional Justice, and Human Rights
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

The power of memorialization is widely recognized as a form of symbolic reparation aimed at redressing social
injustices in the aftermath of mass violence. Yet its potential to activate the connection between repair and
social transformation remains underutilized in contexts of transitional justice and international human rights
law. This panel unites memorialization practitioners with experts in international human rights law to address
how we can integrate memorial practices into multilayered strategies for justice and social reconciliation.

Panelists
Diego Garcia-Sayan, Former President of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights

Sergio Beltran-Garcia, Assistant Researcher, Forensic Architecture
Jha D Amazi, Principal and Director of the Public Memory & Memorials Lab, MASS Design Group
Claret Vargas, Senior Staff Attorney, Center for Justice & Accountability

Moderator: Robin Greeley, Professor of Modern and Contemporary Latin American Art History, University of
Connecticut

10:30AM - 11:45AM

Humanitarian Narratives in the Global South
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

This panel will reassess the narrative conventions surrounding human rights and humanitarianism as well as the
responses they are presumed to evoke in readers and publics. Can appeals to empathy with human suffering
or stories of traumatized refugees and witnesses to mass crimes still have a lasting and substantial impact in
enlisting public support for human rights? What role can literature play in identifying new narrative forms or
alternative kinds of evidence, including historical evidence, to make sense of the current relationships between
humanitarianism, human rights, and global economic inequality?

Panelists

Joseph R. Slaughter, Professor of English and Comparative Literature, and Executive Director, Institute for the
Study of Human Rights, Columbia University

Yogita Goyal, Professor of English and African American Studies, University of California Los Angeles

Eleni Coundouriotis, Professor of English and Comparative Literary and Cultural Studies, University of
Connecticut

Kerry Bystrom, Associate Dean, Bard College Berlin

Moderator: Sarah Winter, Professor of English and Comparative Literary and Cultural Studies, University of
Connecticut



12:00PM - 1:15PM

Lunch
Wilbur Cross Reading Room

1:30PM - 2:45PM

Biomedical Technologies and Human Rights: Conceptual, Ethical and Legal
Considerations
Konover Auditorium, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

Emerging biomedical technologies, such as genetic engineering but also applications of artificial intelligence

in medicine and healthcare, provide exciting new opportunities for improving human health and well-being. At
the same time, they may create substantial ethical and legal challenges and the rapid pace of innovation makes
responsible governance of these technologies increasingly complex. In this panel, we shall highlight some of the
most pressing ethical and legal concerns and discuss possible approaches to more adaptive governance and
regulation.

Panelists
Fruzsina Molnar-Gabor, Professor of Law and BioQuant, Heidelberg Academy of Sciences

Molly Land, Professor of Law, University of Connecticut School of Law

Thomas Burri, Associate Professor of International and European Law, St. Gallen University, Switzerland

Moderator: Sebastian Wogenstein, Associate Professor of German Studies, University of Connecticut

3:00PM - 4:15PM

Closing Celebration and Reception
Dodd Center Foyer, The Dodd Center for Human Rights

8:00PM

Death and the Maiden, a co-production written by Ariel Dorfman, directed by Gary English
Connecticut Repertory Theatre, 802 Bolton Road, Storrs, CT 06269

Together with Connecticut Repertory Theatre, HRI co-sponsored the production of Death and the Maiden.
Conference participants are invited to attend the production on Friday March 31, 2023. To purchase a ticket
from the box office, visit Connecticut Repertory Theater’s website: https://crt.uconn.edu/.

Death and the Maiden deals with the conflict between justice and reconciliation in the aftermath of human
rights abuses. After a chance meeting with her alleged attacker, Paulina Salas demands justice for past crimes
on a personal level, which illustrates the difficulty of victims living within the same country as those who
committed atrocities.



Gary and Phyllis Gladstein (photo credit: Roger Castonguay)

THE GLADSTEIN LEGACY

n February 22, 2023, the University of Connecticut named the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute in
honor of alumnus Gary Gladstein ’66 (CLAS), 08 (HON) and his family. This naming recognizes the Glad-
stein family for its stalwart support to human rights at UConn for a quarter of a century and for playing a
pivotal role in founding one of the most dynamic, interdisciplinary academic human rights programs in the world.

Gary Gladstein was born in Waterbury and grew up in Bridgeport, Connecticut. He majored in economics at
UConn, where he also met his late wife, Marsha Lilien, who was attending Eastern Connecticut State College.
Following his studies at UConn, Gladstein earned an MBA at Columbia University. He built a long career in finance,
serving for many years as a partner and the chief operating officer of Soros Fund Management. Gladstein also was
an independent director of several public and private companies, including Mueller Industries, a New York Stock
exchange company, where he has served for more than 25 years.

In the late 1990s, Gary Gladstein reached out to UConn’s President Philip Austin and CLAS Dean Ross MacKinnon

to seed programming on human rights. This initiative was innovative for its time since few interdisciplinary human
rights programs existed in the country.
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The Gladstein family’s human rights legacy at UConn officially began in 1998 when Gary honored his late wife
through a gift that endowed the Marsha Lilien Gladstein Visiting Professorship in Human Rights. He credited
Marsha with sparking the family’s interest in human rights. Her work as a kindergarten teacher in the Bridgeport,
Connecticut school system and later, as a tutor for children with special needs, inspired the family to help create
a novel, interdisciplinary human rights program at UConn. Gladstein’s employment at Soros Fund Management,
which shared office space with the Soros Foundations and the future Open Society Institute, also spurred his
interest.

In 2001, Gladstein established the Human Rights Fund at UConn, followed by the Judi and Gary Gladstein
Distinguished Chair in Human Rights, and the Gary and Phyllis Gladstein Fund for the Human Rights Institute.
Recently, the family also generously contributed to the creation of the Wiktor Osiatyriski Chair in Human Rights.
Over the years, Gary and his family have given close to $11.6 million to support UConn, including $9.5 million to
support human rights initiatives.

Committed to human rights awareness and understanding, Gladstein also has volunteered in multiple roles to
support the Institute and the UConn Foundation. He served on the UConn Foundation Board from 1998 to 2008.
Gary’s wife, Dr. Phyllis Gladstein, has provided insights on programming related to human rights education. And,
Gary’s children, Jeffrey Gladstein and Mindy Grafstein, have become increasingly engaged over the years. Most
recently, Gary and Mindy joined a new advisory board that advises the Dodd Human Rights Impact Programs, the
public engagement and outreach arm of the Gladstein Institute.

The Gladstein family’s support of the Institute has been transformative. Richard A. Wilson, the founding director of
the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute, Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor of Law and Anthropology,
and Gladstein Distinguished Chair in Human Rights, said “UConn’s Human Rights Institute has gained strength

in the past 20 years, projecting a vision of an interdisciplinary approach that comprehends human rights in their
historical, social, and political contexts. This success is due in no small part to the support of Gary Gladstein and
his family. The naming of the Institute reflects the remarkable leadership role they have played.” We are grateful
for the family’s engagement and support, which has laid the foundation for the Gladstein Family Human Rights
Institute to thrive in perpetuity.
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| am a proud alumnus of UConn and wanted to give back
to the University that helped develop all aspects of my
life. Respect for human rights has always been a major
concern to me. With the increasing challenges facing our
society, | saw my support as an opportunity to educate
current and future generations about the importance of
human rights.”

Gary Gladstein '66 (CLAS), 08 (HON)
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HISTORY OF
HUMAN RIGHTS AT UCONN

he Thomas J. Dodd Research Center was dedicated in 1995 by President William J.

Clinton and Senator Christopher J. Dodd to honor Thomas Dodd’s service as Executive Trial

Counsel in the International Military Tribunal, the first of the Nuremberg War Crimes Trials.
The establishment of The Dodd Center spurred a university-wide initiative to launch human rights
studies at the University of Connecticut. A generous gift by Gary Gladstein '66 (CLAS), ’08 (HON)
and his family in 1998 allowed the University to establish the Marsha Lilien Gladstein Visiting
Professorship in Human Rights. In Fall 2000, UConn hosted the first Gladstein Visiting Professor of
Human Rights, Wiktor Osiatynski, an eminent constitutional and human rights scholar from Poland.
Shortly thereafter UConn launched a minor in human rights and initiated a process to establish an
interdisciplinary Human Rights Institute.

Founded in 2003, the Human Rights Institute has served as the intellectual hub of the University’s
human rights program. Richard A. Wilson, founding director and Gladstein Distinguished Chair

of Human Rights and Board of Trustees Professor of Law and Anthropology, envisioned an
interdisciplinary program predicated on university-wide engagement. Its growth and successes
over the past twenty years have been based on the strength of university commitments to
recognizing human rights as a priority. And, through the generous support of many donors,
including Gary and Phyllis Gladstein and members of the Gladstein family as well as former
Senator Christopher J. Dodd and Jackie Clegg, human rights studies at UConn has flourished.

The strengths and legacy of human rights education, research, and public engagement at

UConn were highlighted in 2021 during the 25th anniversary of the Thomas J. Dodd Research
Center, where the Institute is housed. On October 15, President Joe Biden and the Connecticut
congressional delegation attended a ceremony to dedicate and rename the building “The Dodd
Center for Human Rights,” honoring the legacies of both Thomas J. and Christopher J. Dodd. The
University also launched Dodd Human Rights Impact Programs, bringing together the outreach
and engagement work of the Dodd Center with the academic programs of the Human Rights
Institute. Within HRI, Dodd Impact serves as the external programming arm of human rights at
UConn, weaving the interdisciplinary academic programs with action and practice.

In 2023, we are celebrating the Human Rights Institute’s 20th anniversary. Recognizing this
important milestone and the extraordinary contributions of the Gladstein family, the Institute

was renamed the “Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute” by the UConn Board of Trustees on
February 22nd of this year. Since the establishment of the first endowed fund for human rights in
1998, the Gladstein family has played a pivotal, transformative role in the Institute’s development.
Their generous support has provided robust funding for student scholarships, internships, study
away programs, faculty and graduate student research, resident Scholars at Risk, conferences and
workshops, and visits of scores of experts and practitioners to campus.
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In its academic programs, the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute fosters empirical, theoretical, and historical
approaches to human rights teaching and research that subjects universal moral values and legal rights to rigorous
scrutiny. Today the Gladstein Institute is a vibrant intellectual community, with 15 jointly appointed or core faculty
members in 10 different departments, 3 post-doctoral fellows, and nearly 50 faculty members serving on the Gladstein
Advisory Committee across the University. The Gladstein Institute, including its Dodd Impact Programs, has a number
of programmatic and research clusters including:

o Arts and human rights (with the School of Fine Arts)

« Business and human rights initiative (with the School of Business)

« Democracy and dialogue initiative

« Economic and social rights

« Engineering for human rights (with the School of Engineering)

« History of human rights

« Holocaust and genocide

« Humanitarianism

« Human rights education in primary and secondary schools (with NEAG School of Education)
« Human rights film and digital media (with the Department of Digital Media and Design)
« Human rights research and data hub

*  Global health and human rights

As a University-wide endeavor, the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute advances human rights teaching across

all University of Connecticut colleges and schools, pursuing novel and critical approaches to human rights scholarship
and pedagogy. It is home to robust undergraduate and graduate programs, including a sizable minor (established in
2001); the first undergraduate major at a public research university (established in 2012); a University-wide graduate
certificate program (launched in 2008); and master of arts degree (launched in 2021). Aiming to educate well-rounded
scholars with an informed understanding of human rights, the Gladstein Institute promotes interdisciplinary scholarship
and provides experiential learning for our students. Undergraduate and graduate programs provide education through
courses taught by expert faculty from across UConn’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and Schools of Business,
Engineering, Law, Neag School of Education, Social Work, and Health Sciences.
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CASA COMUN/COMMUNAL HOUSE:

A COLLECTIVE ART PIECE FROM VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE IN COLOMBIA
FEATURED EXHIBIT, THE DODD CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS LOUNGE

asa Comun is an art archive from Colombia that confronts the atrocities of war and presents hopes for a peaceful

future through the handcrafted work of victims. The 2016 peace accord between the Colombian government and the

FARC-EP guerrilla put an end to 52 years of armed conflict. According to the Colombian truth commission, the war
left over 8 million victims (Colombia’s current population is 51.5 million people), including thousands of people who were
tortured, kidnapped, or victims of sexual violence. Since 1985, 7.7 million were forcibly displaced and 450.664 people were
killed.

One of the guiding principles included in the peace accord is Buen Vivir, an ancestral indigenous epistemology that speaks
to the harmony between humans and nature. In this participatory action research and artistic project, two organizations of
victims of the armed conflict in the state of Caqueta were invited to create a collective art piece. In sewing drums, the artists,
primarily women, embroidered, painted, and used seeds to tell their stories of survival and their ideas for a future of Buen
Vivir. In their art, any prospect of justice and hope remains forever entangled with war-related pains and memories. However,
they also convey that community building, taking care of plants and animals, and the powers of medicinal plants allow

survivors to find joy and solace.

Casa Comun invites audiences to think that besides respecting rights, Buen Vivir can only happen if we care for whatever
territories we happen to inhabit, and nurture plants, rivers, animals, and humans.

The Communal House welcomes all people from the conference. Please visit Casa Comun in The Dodd Lounge at The Dodd
Center for Human Rights.

Casa Comun, photo credits: Camilo Ruiz
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Past exhibit “From Civil Rights to Human Rights: African American and West Indian Housing
Struggles in Hartford County 1940-2019,” photo credit: Defining Studios

HUMAN RIGHTS IN ACTION:

MODELING ENGAGED PUBLIC, ORAL, AND COMMUNITY HISTORIES
FEATURED EXHIBIT, THE DODD CENTER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS HALLWAY

his retrospective highlights eight years of collaborative intellectual inquiry between undergraduate students and

Professor Fiona Vernal (History and Africana Studies). Central to these exhibitions are a deep commitment to using

a human rights framework to explore a range of subjects, including the anti-apartheid movement, child labor and
human rights, and the history of housing access and discrimination. These exhibitions highlight the rich collections of UConn
Archives & Special Collections, including the U. Roberto (Robin) Romano Papers and the African National Congress Oral
History Transcripts Collection, as well as our library databases. We thank the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute, Office
of Global Affairs, the Department of History, and the Africana Studies Institute, in particular, for seed funding to explore the
possibilities of this approach for enriching the undergraduate humanities and human rights curriculum. We look forward to
collaborating in the future to showcase undergraduates as co-creators of knowledge and to promote human rights research
and action.
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A LEGACY WITHOUT LIMITS

A FILM CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF WIKTOR OSIATYNSKI

Legacy Without Limits (2023, 24 minutes) offers a tribute to the life and work of human rights scholar and advocate

Wiktor Osiatynski (1945-2017), highlighting his key role in the founding and development of the Gladstein Family

Human Rights Institute at the University of Connecticut. Directed by UConn faculty member Catherine Masud, the
film features interviews with Osiatynski’s family and friends, as well as colleagues at UConn, Open Society Foundations, the
Central European University, and the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, each reflecting on the impact of Osiatynski’s
legacy and what it means for human rights today and in the future.

Production credits: Director, Catherine Masud; Executive Producer, Kathryn Libal; Post Production Producer, Sahil Laul; Archival Producer,
Alex Branzell; Camera, Catherine Masud, Sahil Laul, Laurel Pehmoeller; Editing, Catherine Masud, Sahil Laul

Film still, “A Legacy Without Limits”
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ABOUT WIKTOR OSIATYNSKI

It is fitting for us to honor Wiktor Osiatynski and his legacy
during our 20th anniversary year, given his pivotal role in
the establishment and vision of the Gladstein Family Human
Rights Institute. An internationally recognized lawyer,
professor, and human rights advocate, Osiatyriski was born
in Biatystok, Poland. He spent his boyhood in Warsaw, where
in the 1950s dissidents were jailed for the slightest infraction
under the oppressive postwar system. Osiatynski recalls,
“Most unbearable for intellectuals was the lack of freedom
of speech. The state’s monopoly over the media, along with
the strictest kind of censorship, made it difficult for ordinary
citizens to learn the truth, both about ‘the rest of the world’
and about Poland’s own history.”*

4 Osiatynski’s participation in the demonstrations of March
% | 1968 marked an early point in his activism and interest in
! human rights, which grew in the wake of the 1975 Helsinki

3t

Agreement and the 1976 UN human rights covenants.

B e

] ] With the rise of the Solidarity Movement, human rights
Courtesy of Natalia Osiatynska became an important part of dissident platforms in Eastern

Europe. Osiatynski was engaged both as an activist and as a theoretician in this movement. Osiatynski advised on several

constitutional committees and co-authored the draft of Poland’s Bill of Rights that President Lech Watesa presented to the

Polish Parliament. He also wrote a number of provisions that became part of Poland’s new Constitution (1997).

Between 1991 and 1997, Osiatynski co-directed the Center for the Study of Constitutionalism in Eastern Europe at the
University of Chicago Law School, and in 1995 he was appointed Professor in the Department of Legal Studies at the Central
European University in Budapest. He was a long-standing board member of Open Society Foundations (OSF), the OSF Global
Board, and the Open Society Justice Initiative.

In the late 1990s, Osiatynski formed close relationships with colleagues at the University of Connecticut, where he played
a pivotal role in fostering the development of human rights programs and the founding of the Human Rights Institute. In
October 2000, Osiatynski delivered the first lecture as the Marsha Lilien Gladstein Visiting Professor of Human Rights at
UConn. On that day, he highlighted themes relevant two decades later, including the importance of developing programs
“that not only talk about human rights in history, sociology, and political science, but really work on attitudes and how we
[relate] to each other.” He returned annually to lecture and co-teach courses with UConn faculty and he served on HRI’s
Board of Overseers.

*Wiktor Osiatynski, Human Rights and Their Limits (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2009), xi.
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César E. Abadia-Barrero is Associate Professor of Anthropology
and Human Rights at the University of Connecticut. He is a
medical anthropologist whose research integrates different
critical perspectives in the study of how for-profit interests
transform access, continuity, and quality of health care. He has
conducted activist-oriented research in Brazil and Colombia,
focusing on health care policies and programs, human rights
judicialization and advocacy, and social movements in health.
Abadia-Barrero is the author of / Have AIDS but | am Happy:
Children’s Subjectivities, AIDS, and Social Responses in Brazil
(201, English and Portuguese editions) and Health in Ruins: The
Capitalist Destruction of Medical Care (2022, English and Spanish
editions). His current collaborative research follows decolonial
proposals in health and wellbeing after Colombia’s 2016 peace
accord. Together with Sarah Willen, Abadia-Barrero co-directs
the Global Health and Human Rights research cluster at UConn’s
Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute.

Jha D. Amazi is a Principal at MASS Design Group and the
Director of the Public Memory and Memorials Lab (PMML). The
PMML is an initiative that advances research, training, and built
work around a central thesis: spatializing memory can heal us
and inspire collective action for generations to come. Projects
in the Lab’s portfolio include the “Sugar Land 95 Cemetery
Revitalization Project,” “Harris County Remembrance Project,”
and several initiatives with the African American Cultural
Heritage Action Fund (National Trust for Historic Preservation).
Previously, Amazi worked as a designer at Sasaki Associates.
She received her Bachelor of Science in architecture from
Northeastern University and her Master of Architecture from the
University of Pennsylvania.

Mark Anner is Professor of Labor and Employment Relations and
Political Science at Penn State University. Anner is the founding
director of Penn State University’s Center for Global Workers’
Rights and the master’s program in Labor and Global Workers’
Rights, which is part of the Global Labour University network.
Anner holds a Ph.D. in government from Cornell University and

a MA in Latin American studies from Stanford University. His
field research has taken him to Central America, South Asia, and
Vietnam. His published work includes Solidarity Transformed:
Labor Responses to Globalization and Crisis in Latin America
(Cornell University Press, 2011), “Squeezing workers’ rights in
global supply chains: Purchasing practices in the Bangladesh
garment export sector in comparative perspective,” (RIPE,
2020), and “Abandoning garment suppliers and workers during
the COVID 19 pandemic,” (ILRR, 2022). His current research
examines labor governance mechanisms to address worker rights
abuses in global supply chains.
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Jordyn Ardnt is a Foreign Affairs Officer in the U.S. Department
of State’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor.
Arndt leads the Bureau’s efforts on the National Action Plan on
Responsible Business Conduct, human rights and development
finance, and the Business and Human Rights Treaty through
bilateral and multilateral diplomacy, multi-stakeholder
engagement, interagency coordination, and the development
of guidance and training. Prior to this role, Arndt served as a
Rosenthal Fellow at the U.S. Department of Labor, supporting
policy and research to improve worker livelihoods across global
supply chains, and as the government affairs manager at
AmCham Singapore, supporting policy, research, and relationship
development on doing business issues in Southeast Asia.
Committed to women’s economic empowerment, she studied
women in garment manufacturing in Morocco as a Fulbright
Scholar. Arndt received her MA from Johns Hopkins School of
Advanced International Studies in international relations and
economics and her BA from St. Catherine University in French,
international business, and economics.

Erika Arteaga-Cruz is an Ecuadorian feminist physician, MD, and
MPH. She co-coordinates the Ecosystem and Health circle of the
People’s Health Movement (PHM), a global network bringing
together grassroots health activists, civil society organizations,
and academic institutions from around the world. She has been
an activist for the Right to Health for two decades and is part

of the Latin-American Social Medicine Association (ALAMES) in
Ecuador. Erika is an advisor for the Traditional Birth Attendants
School “Unanchu Mama” from the Peasants Organizations Union
(UNORCAQC) in Cotacachi and part of the Nawpa Magazine
Editorial team, a magazine for plurinational, intercultural

and socialist debate. Erika is a mother of two, a Professor at

San Francisco de Quito University, and a Ph.D. (candidate) in
Collective Health, Environment and Society at the Simdn Bolivar
Andean University. Her research focus is the resistance to the
industrial medical complex by indigenous traditional birth
attendants and indigenous health promoters.

Sergio Beltran-Garcia is Assistant Researcher for Forensic
Architecture. An architect, activist, and researcher, Beltran-Garcia
engages with aesthetic and political practices of transitional
justice by using memory as an entry point. He has contributed

to the development of fifteen memorials for distinct events

of violence—both in contestation of and in collaboration with
different levels of the Mexican government. These include
memorials for the fatal 2008 police raid of New’s Divine
nightclub in Mexico City, the forced disappearance of 91 peasants
during the 1970s Mexican Counterinsurgency, and currently,

The Dispersed Memorial, an experimental, decentralized and



self-managed network of memorials. Beltran-Garcia works
closely with victims of human rights violations, advocates,

and communities to mobilize critical theories coupled with
advanced technologies and transdisciplinary research methods.
A Chevening scholar, he completed postgraduate studies at
Goldsmiths University of London, and now researches with
Forensic Architecture. A member of the Memory Studies
Association, he has received fellowships from the Aspen Institute,
Bloomberg Philanthropies, and Monument Lab.

Eric Biel is Senior Advisor of the Fair Labor Association and an
Adjunct Faculty member at Georgetown Law. He joined the Fair
Labor Association (FLA) as a Senior Advisor in January 2018.
Biel leads the organization’s work on grievances/complaint
investigations and engagement with the FLA’s college/
university affiliates and their licensees. Since 2009, he has
taught a business and human rights course at Georgetown Law
addressing issues of corporate accountability, trade and labor
standards, and supply chain responsibility. During his five years
as associate deputy undersecretary in the U.S. Department of
Labor’s Bureau of International Labor Affairs (ILAB) during the
Obama Administration, Biel coordinated work on private sector
engagement, supply chain issues, labor rights in numerous
countries and under trade programs, and in various international
organizations. From 2000 to 2011, Biel worked in several

policy and legal positions outside of government. His previous
government service from 1990 to 2000 included senior positions
at the U.S. Department of Commerce; bipartisan Commission on
Government Secrecy; and Senate Finance Committee. He has a
BA from Johns Hopkins University and a joint JD-MPA from Yale
Law School and Princeton University.

Thomas Burri is a Law Professor at the University of St. Gallen

in Switzerland, specializing in international law and European
law. The focus of his research in recent years has been on

human rights and technology, including robotics, algorithms,
and artificial intelligence (A.l.) He has more than a decade of
experience with the ethics/law of technology. In recent times,

he was invited to speak at Cambridge, Oxford, Princeton, and
Stanford. His latest project is a public competition bearing on the
EU’s new A.l. legislation: “The First University of St. Gallen Grand
Challenge: The EU A.l. Act 2023,“ with a prize of 100,000 CHF.

Kerry Bystrom is Associate Dean of the College and Associate
Professor of English and Human Rights at Bard College Berlin,
a liberal arts university. Bystrom taught previously at the
University of Connecticut. Publications include Democracy at
Home in South Africa, The Global South Atlantic (co-edited with
Joseph Slaughter), and “Humanitarianism and Responsibility”
(special issue of the Journal of Human Rights co-edited with
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Glenn Mitoma). Bystrom’s current research explores the impacts
of forced displacement on individuals and communities in Africa
and more widely. Bystrom also works practically in the field of
education in emergencies.

Alejandro Cerén-Valdes is Associate Professor and Chair of
the Department of Anthropology, University of Denver. Cerén’s
research focuses on understanding the relationship between
public health practice and health as a human right. He received
an MD in 2000 and an MPH in 2006, both from Universidad

de San Carlos de Guatemala, and a Ph.D. in anthropology

from the University of Washington in 2013. Between 2001 and
2006, he worked in rural Guatemala as a physician and primary
health project coordinator. He is the author of Epidemiologia
Neocolonial: Practicas de Salud Publica y Derecho a la Salud en
Guatemala (AVANCSO, 2018). In addition to his position at the
University of Denver, he also collaborates in Guatemala with
Instituto de Salud Incluyente (ISIS), Centro de Estudios para

la Equidad y Gobernanza en los Sistemas de Salud (CEGSS),
Fundacién para el Niflo Enfermo Renal (FUNDANIER), and Red
de Acceso a Medicamentos de Guatemala (RedAM-GT).

Davis Chacon-Hurtado is Assistant Research Professor of

Civil and Environmental Engineering and Human Rights at the
University of Connecticut. He co-directs the Engineering for
Human Rights Initiative, which is a collaboration between the
UConn’s Office of the Vice Provost for Research, the School

of Engineering, and the Gladstein Family Human Rights
Institute, promoting and advancing interdisciplinary research
in engineering with a clear focus on societal outcomes.
Chacon-Hurtado is working with a number of faculty on
campus to develop research and curriculum at the intersection
of human rights and engineering. He completed his Ph.D. in
transportation and infrastructure systems at Purdue University.
Chacon-Hurtado’s research interests include transportation
equity, environmental justice, human rights, and economic
resilience. He grew up in Cusco, Peru, where he obtained his BS
in civil engineering at the University of San Antonio Abad of
Cusco. Chacon-Hurtado also earned an MSCE degree from the
University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez.

Rachel Chambers is Assistant Professor of Business Law at

the University of Connecticut School of Business. Chambers’
research centers on corporate accountability mechanisms. Her
doctorate in law from the University of Essex (United Kingdom)
considers the challenges of using extraterritorial solutions to
address corporate human rights violations. Her current research
includes comparative research on transnational tort litigation and
analysis of the accountability potential of laws mandating human
rights disclosure and due diligence by corporations. Chambers’



background is in the practice of law as a Barrister (England and
Wales). Chambers has worked as a consultant to major players in
the business and human rights sphere, including the UN Global
Compact and Amnesty International. Chambers is the co-director
of the Teaching Business and Human Rights Forum.

Marina Colby currently serves as the Senior Labor Advisor at the
U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) where she
leads agency and interagency efforts to elevate and advance
labor rights issues across development programming and
policies around the world. Previously, Colby served as a senior
international relations officer in the U.S. Department of Labor’s
Bureau for International Labor Affairs, and as a democracy
fellow and senior advisor on human trafficking at USAID. Colby
has more than 20 years of policy and program management
experience in the field of human rights and labor rights, with
specialized expertise at the national and international level
promoting the rights of women, children, and workers, including
serving as the officer-in-charge of the International Labor
Organization’s Office in the United States.

Rebecca Cordell is Assistant Professor of Political Science in the
School of Economic, Political and Policy Sciences at University of
Texas at Dallas. Previously, she was a postdoctoral scholar in the
School of Politics and Global Studies at Arizona State University.
Cordell received her Ph.D. in political science from the University
of Essex in 2017. Her research interests include state repression,
political violence and human rights measurement. She specializes
in computational methods with a focus on machine learning

and text analysis. Cordell works on the Sub-national Analysis

of Repression Project (SNARP). Her research is published or is
forthcoming in International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Conflict
Resolution, Journal of Peace Research, International Interactions,
Journal of Human Rights, and International Area Studies Review.
Cordell received the International Studies Association Human
Rights Section’s Steven C. Poe Best Graduate Student Paper
Award in 2018.

Eleni Coundouriotis is Professor of English and Comparative
Literary and Cultural Studies at the University of Connecticut.
Her research focuses on the narration and documentation of war,
humanitarianism, statelessness, and the history of anticolonial
struggle. Coundouriotis has published widely on the aesthetics
of realism and historical narration from the nineteenth century
to contemporary postcolonial fiction. Her most recent book,
Narrating Human Rights in Africa (2021), takes up multiple topics
where literary texts have challenged human rights dogma:
human dignity in the resistance to apartheid, the figure of the
child soldier, the challenge of testifying about rape in war, how to
evoke the disappeared body of the torture victim, the centrality

21

of flight in the refugee and migrant experiences, and the long
shadow of the “heart of darkness” motif in representations
of Africa as a continent. Her current research focuses on
representations of the hospital in contemporary postcolonial
fiction depicting postconflict societies.

Johanna DeBari (she/her) serves as the Director of Workforce
Equity and Training at Caring Health Center, in Springfield,
Massachusetts. In addition to being an alum of the Gladstein
Family Human Rights Institute’s graduate certificate program,
DeBari holds a bachelor’s degree in sociology and Holocaust
and genocide studies from Keene State College, and a

master’s degree in international studies, with a concentration

in feminist studies from the University of Connecticut. She is
passionate about creating space for everyone to learn and
unlearn in community in pursuit of building a better world for
everyone to have access to resources they need to succeed and
thrive. She has a background as a survivor advocate, healing-
centered educator, and restorative justice facilitator. She lives in
northeastern Connecticut, with her daughter Islay, partner Jack,
dog Simcoe, and two cats Citra and Galaxy.

Predrag Dojcinovic is the author of Propaganda, War Crimes
Trials and International Law: From Speakers’ Corner to War
Crimes (Routledge 2012) and Propaganda and International
Criminal Law: From Cognition to Criminality (Routledge 2020).
Dojcinovi¢ is an Adjunct Professor and Research Affiliate at the
Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute at the University of
Connecticut, who has lectured widely in Europe and the United
States. From 1998 to 2017, Dojcinovi¢ has worked for the Office
of the Prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for the
Former Yugoslavia. Dojc¢inovi¢ has provided expertise in over
twenty international war crimes trials, and serves as senior
consultant and research advisor in the field of international
criminal justice. In 2020, The Dodd Center for Human Rights at
the University of Connecticut curated “The Predrag Dojcinovi¢
Collection: Ratko Mladi¢ Genocidal Intent Documents” from the
last trial held at the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia between 2011 and 2017.

Christopher Fariss is Assistant Professor in the Department of
Political Science and Faculty Associate in the Center for Political
Studies at the University of Michigan. He graduated with a Ph.D.
in political science from the University of California San Diego

in June 2013. His research activity covers three primary themes:
1) human rights and the politics of violence, 2) the resources,
structure, and power of the international system, and 3) the
methods of measurement and research design.



Diego Garcia-Sayan has served as Judge and, later, President,
of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (2004-2015). At
the United Nations and the Organization of American States, his
roles have included: Representative of the UN Secretary General
for the Peace Agreements at El Salvador; Chairperson of the

UN Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances;
Member of the Redesign Panel on the United Nations System of
Administration of Justice, appointed by the UN Secretary General
(2006). He has also served as Head of the OAS Electoral Mission
in Guatemala (2007), and UN representative on the selection
panel for members of Colombia’s Transitional Justice system
(JEP) and Truth Commission (CEV) following the 2016 Peace
Agreements. Garcia-Sayan was Minister of Justice during Peru’s
democratic transition (2000-2001), and as Peru’s Minister of
Foreign Affairs he proposed the OAS Inter-American Democratic
Charter, adopted in 2001. Currently, he has just finished as
Special Rapporteur of the United Nations on the Independence
of Judges and Lawyers (2016-2022).

Judy Gearhart is a Senior Researcher at the Accountability
Research Center (ARC) at American University’s School of
International Service where she leads ARC’s programs on
corporate accountability and workers’ rights. Previously, she was
the Executive Director of the International Labor Rights Forum
(2011-2020), a leading policy advocacy organization in the US.
She has developed worker rights training with trade unions, and
for social auditors and factory managers in a dozen countries
and has led multi-stakeholder negotiations for stronger supply
chain compliance programs in multiple industries. Gearhart

has worked for human rights advocacy NGOs in the United
States and Mexico, for UNICEF and the International Labour
Organization in Central America, and as an Adjunct Professor at
Columbia University since 2001, co-teaching the class Human
Rights and the Politics of Inequality. Her writing and public
speaking has covered women’s rights, trade policy, labor rights,
and democracy.

Emma Gilligan is a Senior Policy Advisor, U.S. Department of
State, and Associate Professor in the Department International
Studies at Indiana University Bloomington. Gilligan is an expert
on human rights, focusing on Eastern Europe, especially Russia
and Ukraine, as well as Africa and Cambodia. As a former George
F. Kennan fellow with the Kennan Institute at the Wilson Center,
she focused her research on post-conflict justice in the aftermath
of the two Chechen wars. Since 2020, Gilligan has served as a
Senior Policy Advisor with the U.S. Department of State.
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Gary Gladstein is an alumnus of the University of Connecticut’s
Class of ‘66 (CLAS) and ’08 (HON). He was born in Waterbury
and grew up in Bridgeport, Connecticut. He attended 8th and
9th grades while living on a Kibbutz in Israel. He met his future
wife, Marsha Lilien, while at UConn. She passed away in 1995,
spurring Gladstein’s desire to create a human rights program

in her memory. After completing his undergraduate degree

in economics at UConn, he earned his master’s in business
administration from the Columbia University School of Business.
He joined Sikorsky Aircraft as an economic analyst. And, in 1970
Gladstein moved to Arthur Young (now Ernst and Young) as a
certified public accountant, working in the New Haven, Stamford
and Hartford offices. In 1983, he joined Kohlberg, Kravis and
Roberts as Chief Financial Officer in New York City. In 1985,
Gladstein joined George Soros at Soros Fund Management as
Chief Operating Officer; four years later, he became a Managing
Partner and the Chief Operating Officer. Gladstein has been an
independent director of several public and private companies,
including Mueller Industries, a New York Stock exchange
company, where he has served for over 25 years. Gary Gladstein
is married to Dr. Phyllis Gladstein. He has 2 children, 6 step-
children, and 19 grandchildren. Gary and Phyllis Gladstein reside
in Florida and Connecticut.

Yogita Goyal is Professor of African American Studies and
English at the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) and
the author of Romance, Diaspora, and Black Atlantic Literature
(2010) and Runaway Genres: The Global Afterlives of Slavery
(2019), which won the René Wellek Prize from ACLA, the Perkins
Prize from the International Society for the Study of Narrative
and Honorable Mention for the James Russell Lowell Prize from
MLA. She is also the guest editor of a special issue of Research
in African Literatures (2014), editor of the Cambridge Companion
to Transnational American Literature (2017), and editor of the
journal, Contemporary Literature (2015-2022). Past President

of A.S.A.P, Goyal has published widely on African diaspora,
postcolonial, and U.S. literature and is working on Aesthetics of
Refuge, a monograph on twenty-first century refugee literature
and culture.

Robin Greeley is Professor of Modern and Contemporary Latin
American Art History and co-chair of the Arts and Human

Rights Research Program at the Gladstein Family Human Rights
Institute, University of Connecticut. A co-founder of the Symbolic
Reparations Research Project (2015-2022), she writes extensively
on art, politics, and human rights in Latin America, specializing

in analyzing policies and practices of symbolic reparations for
victims of human rights violations.



Mario Hernandez-Alvarez is a physician, bioethicist, and

doctor of history, and currently is Associate Professor at

the Department of Public Health, Faculty of Medicine and
Coordinator of Interdisciplinary Doctorate in Public Health,
Universidad Nacional de Colombia. Hernandez was head of the
Health Science and Technology Program of Colciencias (1993-
1994), General Coordinator of the Latin American Association of
Social Medicine-ALAMES (2000-2001), Visiting Scholar of the
Institute of Latin American Studies at the University of Texas

at Austin (1999-2000), director of Planning and Systems of

the Secretariat of Health of Bogota (2004-2005), Secretary of
Health of Bogota in charge (2005), visiting researcher at the
Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, Brazil (2008), and visiting professor
at the Andean University Simon Bolivar (2010, 2017). He is a
member of ALAMES Colombia, the People’s Health Movement
in Colombia, and leader of the research group Sociohistorical
Studies of Health and Social Protection. His areas of interest are
comparative history of health systems, history of medicine, right
to health, and the social determination of health from a critical
historical-territorial approach to health and life care.

Shareen Hertel is Professor of Political Science and Human
Rights jointly appointed in the Department of Political Science
and Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute at the University of
Connecticut. An expert on economic rights as well as labor rights
in global supply chains, Hertel has served as a consultant to
foundations, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), and United
Nations agencies in the United States, Latin America, and South
Asia. She is Editor of The Journal of Human Rights, serves on the
editorial board of Human Rights Review, and is co-editor of the
Routledge International Studies Intensives book series. Hertel
holds a Ph.D. in political science and MA degrees in both political
science and international affairs from Columbia University, and a
BA in international studies from The College of Wooster (Ohio).

André Keet currently holds the Research Chair for Critical
Studies in Higher Education Transformation and is the Deputy
Vice-Chancellor for Engagement and Transformation at Nelson
Mandela University, South Africa. He is a former visiting professor
at the Centre for Race, Education and Decoloniality, Carnegie
School of Education, Leeds Beckett University, U.K., and the 2018
Gladstein Visiting Professor of Human Rights at the University

of Connecticut. Keet served as a director and deputy chief
executive officer at the South African Human Rights Commission
(SAHRC) and on the Commission for Gender Equality, before
joining the university sector. Since entering the higher education
field, Keet held professorial positions at the universities of
Pretoria, Fort Hare, and Free State. He has been serving as
transformation advisor and practitioner in various capacities in
the higher education sector.
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Molly K. Land is the Catherine Roraback Professor of Law

and Human Rights at the University of Connecticut School of
Law. Land’s scholarship focuses on the intersection of human
rights, science, and technology, and her most recent book,

New Technologies for Human Rights Law and Practice (CUP

2018, ed. with Jay Aronson) provides an essential roadmap for
understanding the relationship between technology and human
rights law and practice. Land’s articles have been published in
the Yale, Harvard, Virginia, and Michigan journals of international
law, among other places, and she speaks and lectures widely on
the relationship between technology and human rights. Land has
authored several human rights reports, including a report for the
World Bank on the role of new technologies in promoting human
rights. A former Fulbright Scholar at the University of Bonn, Land
earned her JD at Yale Law School.

Sahil Laul served as a documentary filmmaker and digital
media producer at the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute,
University of Connecticut. He most recently worked as a post
producer and editor for the film, A Legacy Without Limits. He
started working for the Gladstein Institute in April 2019 and

has been involved in multiple multimedia projects, including
coverage of the “Human Rights and Politics of Solidarity”
conference and the “Abrahamic Traditions and Environmental
Change” conference. He has been actively engaged with Dodd
Human Rights Impact, contributing to films documenting the
history of The Dodd Center for Human Rights and assisting with
the course “Visual Storytelling Through Human Rights Archives.”
Laul is also a founder of Social Labs, a social impact incubator
acting at the nexus of the arts, sciences, and humanities, where
he is currently working on a solution to overcome challenges

in the news/media landscape through a citizen journalism

and digital archival platform. Laul holds degrees in molecular
and cell biology and global health and minors in Spanish and
anthropology from the University of Connecticut.

Kathryn Libal is the Director of the Gladstein Family Human
Rights Institute, Interim Director of Dodd Human Rights Impact,
and Associate Professor of Social Work and Human Rights at
the University of Connecticut. Libal co-edited, with Shareen
Hertel, Human Rights in the United States: Beyond Exceptionalism
(2011) and authored, with Scott Harding, Human Rights-Based
Approaches to Community Practice in the United States (2015).
She also co-edited, with S. Megan Berthold, Refugees and
Asylum Seekers: Interdisciplinary and Comparative Perspectives
(2019) and most recently co-edited, with Molly Land and Jillian
Chambers, Beyond Borders: The Human Rights of Noncitizens
at Home and Abroad (2021). Libal serves on the editorial board
of the Journal of Human Rights and Social Work and serves on
the Steering Committee of Scholars at Risk USA Chapter. Libal



received a BA in comparative religion from the Lewis and Clark
College and an MA and Ph.D. in anthropology from the University
of Washington.

Rashida Manjoo is the former United Nations Special Rapporteur
on Violence against Women, its Causes and Consequences

and is currently Professor Emerita at the University of Cape
Town where she taught for many years in the Department of
Public Law and also convened the LLM Human Rights Program.
Manjoo continues to supervise Ph.D. candidates in the Faculty
of Law. Manjoo has over four decades of experience in social
justice and human rights work both in South Africa and abroad.
Until July 2015, Manjoo held the position of United Nations
Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its Causes

and Consequences, a post Manjoo was appointed to in 2009

by the United Nations Human Rights Council. Her UN work

over six years included monitoring and reporting on States’
compliance in responding to and preventing violence against
women, its causes, and consequences, both generally and in
different country contexts. Manjoo has particularly highlighted
the interaction of interpersonal, communal, institutional, and
structural factors that negatively impact the interdependence
and indivisibility of the human rights of women, and the
challenges of the normative gap in international law on the issue
of violence against women. Manjoo is the former Parliamentary
Commissioner of the Commission on Gender Equality, an
institution created by the Constitution of South Africa, with a
mandate to oversee the promotion and protection of gender
equality and women'’s rights. She has also been involved in social
context training for judges and lawyers, where she has designed
both content and methodology. She has authored several
books, journal articles, book chapters and reports, including the
co-edited books Women’s Charters and Declarations: Building
another World; The Legal Protection of Women from Violence

- Normative Gaps in International Law; Criminal Justice and
Accountability in Africa; and Violence against Women: Law,
Policy, and Practice.

Skip Mark is Assistant Professor at the University of Rhode
Island (URI). Mark is the director of the Center for Nonviolence
and Peace Studies, a co-director of the CIRIGHTS data project,
and currently serving as the Sylvia Chandley Peace Professor
at URI. His research looks at the intersection of human rights,
development, and conflict.
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Jena Martin is the Robert L. Shuman Professor of Law & Ethics
at West Virginia University. Martin’s research is in the field of
business and human rights, where she has written extensively on
many issues, including the intersection of securities regulation
and human rights. She is the author of several articles on

these subjects, including “Hiding in the Light: The Misuse of
Disclosure to Advance the Business and Human Rights Agenda”
(Columbia University Journal of Transnational Law). Martin

has also co-edited and co-authored a number of books in the
field of securities regulation and business and human rights,
including The Business and Human Rights Landscape: Moving
Forward, Looking Back (Cambridge University Press); When the
Levees Break: Re-visioning Regulation of the Securities Markets
(Lexington Books), and Dying to be Heard: Businesses’ Impact
of Communities (Anthem Press). She has also presented her
research at the United Nations.

Catherine Masud is Assistant Professor-in-Residence, jointly
appointed by the Department of Digital Media and Design and
the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute at UConn. She is
also an internationally award-winning filmmaker and spent much
of her filmmaking career in South Asia. Thematically, many of
her films address economic and social justice issues, war and
genocide, and the conflict between religious and cultural identity.
Masud has engaged in special documentary projects involving
the University of Connecticut’s Thomas J. Dodd Nuremberg
Collections, the Armenian Memory Project, and, most recently,

a documentary tribute to Wiktor Osiatynski, A Legacy Without
Limits. She holds an MFA in film from the Vermont College

of Fine Arts and a BA in development studies from Brown
University.

Tola Moeun is the Executive Director, Center for Alliance of
Labor & Human Rights in Cambodia. Moeun was born in 1974 in
Pochentong, Phnom Penh. Moeun’s family was forcibly moved

by the Khmer Rouge to Battambang Province and his lifelong
struggle for human rights is deeply informed by this early
experience. Over a nearly four-decade career, Moeun has worked
to deepen grassroots empowerment of workers and migrants
first in partnership with nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)
such as the Community Legal Education Center (CLEC) and since
the early 2000s in the international trade union movement. He
has also served as a compliance auditor. Since 2015, he has been
director of the Center for the Alliance of Labor & Human Rights
(CENTRAL) and has helped protect the rights and entitlements
of well over 100,000 marginalized workers, building capacity and
collective bargaining power. Moeun has faced direct threats as a
result of his work and continues his advocacy despite the risks
and in solidarity with allies globally.



Fruzsina Molnar-Gabor is Professor of Law, specifically,
international medical and health law, and data protection law, at
the University of Heidelberg. Molnar-Gabor received a doctorate
in law from the University of Heidelberg and was research group
leader at the Heidelberg Academy of Sciences and Humanities.
She is on a number of international expert committees and
scientific advisory boards such as the Ethics and Governance
Committee of the Human Cell Atlas and the European Union’s
1+ Million Genomes Initiative in the working group on ethical,
legal, and social issues. She is a member of the European Group
on Ethics in Science and New Technologies and a member of
the Young Academy of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of
Sciences and Humanities and the National Academy of Sciences
Leopoldina. In 2020, Molndr-Gabor was awarded the Heinz
Maier-Leibnitz Prize.

Maciej Nowicki is President of the Helsinki Foundation for
Human Rights, Poland, one of Europe’s leading human rights
NGOs. Nowicki oversees its communications, research and
advocacy activities. He is the co-founder and director of the
International Film Festival WATCH DOCS: Human Rights in Film
in Warsaw, one of the world’s largest human rights film festivals.
The annual festival reaches nearly 150,000 viewers annually
through its annual festival in Warsaw, its traveling festival to
nearly 40 Polish localities, and WATCH DOCS on-line. Nowicki
is the creator and coordinator of the FUTURE DOCS European
platform for creative encounters of human rights defenders and
documentary filmmakers. He is also co-founder of the Social
Institute of Film foundation and serves as its President of the
Board. Nowicki is a trainer, juror, and panelist at numerous
international film festivals, including IFF Rotterdam, Venice FF,
Berlinale, One World Prague, and Docudays UA in Kiev.

Ewa Woydytto Osiatynska was the wife of Human Rights
Institute co-developer and Visiting Professor Wiktor Osiatynski
(1945-2017). She lives in Warsaw and pursues a career as
psychotherapist, writer, and educator in a broad range of
disciplines related to mental health, quality of life, and self-
actualization. She is the author of over twenty acclaimed books
aimed at the general audience, as well as numerous magazine
articles. Osiatynska appears frequently in the media supporting
access to mental healthcare and advocating for the rule of law
in individual and social relations. She is on the board of both
the Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights and the Atypowi
Foundation, which has collaborated with Warsaw’s SWPS
University to create the first academic program in Europe
devoted to neurodiversity in the workplace. In the 1980s and
1990s Ewa and Wiktor helped bring AA-based twelve-step
addiction treatment to Poland and the CEE region.
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Natalia Osiatynska is a strategic writer and brand naming
consultant. She is the daughter of Wiktor Osiatynski, who played
a pivotal role in the founding and development of the Human
Rights Institute at the University of Connecticut. Raised in
Poland and the United States, Osiatynska grew up a bi-cultural
witness to her father’s achievements in academia and human
rights advocacy. She holds a BA in drama from Colorado College
and an MA in linguistics from Syracuse University. Osiatynska is
self-employed as a bilingual business writer and brand naming
consultant. Her clients include tech startups, natural skincare
companies, NGOs, filmmakers, and media houses. On her
multi-themed blog, osiatynska.com, she deploys her strategic
communication skills to combine a range of writing styles with
original photography. She lives in Warsaw, Poland, with her son,
Anker, age twelve.

Audrey Osler is Professor Emerita of Human RIghts Education
and Citizenship at the University of Leeds researching human
rights, social justice, and democratic citizenship education
policy and practice in established democracies and post-
conflict societies. Osler is founding Editor of the open access
scholarly journal Human Rights Education Review. She has a
long-standing interest in the place of narrative and life history

in education research and practice and her Ph.D. (published

as The Education and Careers of Black Teachers - 1997, Open
University Press) examined the contribution of minority teachers
to transformative education. Osler has held professorships

and visiting professorships at universities in the United States
(University of Washington, Utah State University) and Europe.
She is founding director of the Centre for Citizenship and
Human Rights Education at the University of Leeds, where she
is Professor Emerita. She is currently working at the University
of South-Eastern Norway. Osler has published over 120 scientific
articles and 18 books.

Peter Pomerantsev is a Senior Fellow at the Agora Institute at
Johns Hopkins University, and at the Institute of Global Affairs
at the London School of Economics where he co-directs the
Arena Initiative, a research project dedicated to overcoming
the challenges of digital era disinformation and polarization.
Pomerantsev has testified on the challenges of the information
war to the U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee, U.S. Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and the U.K. Parliament Defense
Select Committee. An author and TV producer, he writes for

a wide range of publications, including the American Interest,
the New York Times, The Atlantic, Politico, Granta, the Financial
Times, and the London Review of Books. Pomerantsev’s first
book, Nothing is True and Everything is Possible, won the 2016
Royal Society of Literature Ondaatje Prize. His latest book is This
is Not Propaganda: Adventures in the War Against Reality.



Nathaniel A. Raymond is the Executive Director of the
Humanitarian Research Lab (HRL) at the Yale School of Public
Health (YSPH). Raymond also leads HRL’s work as part of the
State Department’s Conflict Observatory documenting alleged
war crimes committed during the current conflict in Ukraine. He
is a lecturer in epidemiology at YSPH and formerly a lecturer in
global affairs at Yale’s Jackson School. Raymond was formerly
the founding director of the Signal Program on Human Security
and Technology at the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative. He

is a humanitarian aid worker and human rights investigator
with nearly 25 years of experience, including field work in
Afghanistan, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, and elsewhere.
Raymond has served as an expert advisor to UN Peacekeeping,
U.S. Naval War College, UNHCR, UN OCHA, UN OHCHR, USAID,
ASEAN, and multiple other organizations. His scholarly work has
been published in Nature, The Lancet, and other journals.

Genevieve Rigler is a Ph.D. student in civil and environmental
engineering and the first student fellow for the Engineering for
Human Rights Initiative. Rigler works for the Gladstein Family
Human Rights Institute under the Engineering for Human

Rights Initiative and at the Eversource Energy Center with Davis
Chacon-Hurtado and Shareen Hertel. She is a Dwight David
Eisenhower Transportation Fellow (2022-2023), investigating
the socio-economic impacts of historic infrastructure and
development policies on housing, transportation, and health
outcomes. Rigler received her Master of Science in Environmental
Engineering from UConn, focused on a Citizen Science Initiative
based in the Blue Nile Basin, Ethiopia. Under this NSF PIRE
project that was targeting food and water security, Rigler
interned at the International Food Policy Research Institute

in Washington D.C. and published a framework to show how
participation in science could build social and technical capacity
and contribute to Sustainable Development Goals.

Mike Rubin is Assistant Research Professor at the University

of Connecticut, holding a joint position between the Gladstein
Family Human Rights Institute and the Schools of Engineering
and Business. Rubin also directs the Institute’s Human Rights
Research and DataHub. Rubin’s research investigates armed
conflict processes and political violence, informing practical
solutions to reduce the suffering they generate. His work draws
upon methods for quantitative data analysis and fieldwork in
conflict-affected regions, most recently in the Philippines. Rubin’s
research has been published in the Journal of Conflict Resolution
and /nternational Studies Quarterly and has been funded by

the National Science Foundation (NSF), Institute for the Study
of Human Rights at Columbia University, Weatherhead East

Asia Institute, Earth Institute, and Center for Israel Education.
Rubin earned a Ph.D. in political science at Columbia University,
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specializing in international relations and comparative politics.
Prior to coming to UConn, he was a postdoctoral scholar at the
Center for Peace and Security Studies (CPASS), University of
California San Diego.

Camilo Ruiz is Assistant Professor in Anthropology at the
University of Connecticut. Ruiz has more than fifteen years

of experience in ethnographic and anthropological work

in Colombia and the United States. Utilizing the combined
strengths of community-based participatory research (CBPR),
anthropology, public health, and the arts, Ruiz’s work aims

to better understand health inequities in urban and rural
communities. Currently, Ruiz is building a CBPR inter-institutional
laboratory in Hartford that will invite local communities to
conduct critical and applied research. For Casa Comun, Ruiz
worked closely with the community artists, victims of the
Colombian armed conflict, to conceptualize and create the art
piece that will be exhibited at the Gladstein Family Human Rights
Institute for its 20th anniversary.

Victor Schachter is the Founder and President of The Foundation
for Sustainable Rule of Law Initiatives (FSRI), an NGO dedicated
to establishing sustainable mediation centers globally to achieve
timely, fair and peaceful conflict resolution in countries with
backlogged court systems. Schachter has served as a mediator
and advocate representing clients in mediations and arbitrations
over 50 years. Additionally, he has led rule of law and related
educational initiatives promoting judicial reform, alternative
dispute resolution, and judicial case management in India,
Brazil, Liberia, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Republic of Georgia, Turkey,
Vietnam, and Malaysia, among other countries. Schachter has
been honored as a California Lawyer Attorney of the Year for his
service in judicial reform, rule of law, and mediation building. In
October 2020, he received the Mediator of the Year Award from
The Mediation Society of San Francisco. Previously, Schachter
was a litigation partner at Fenwick & West LLP in Silicon Valley,
California for 17 years.

Sara Silverstein is Assistant Professor at the University of
Connecticut, jointly appointed in the Department of History and
the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute, and co-director of
the Gladstein Institute’s Research Program on Humanitarianism.
Silverstein’s work addresses the history of internationalism,
public and global health, refugees and migration, statelessness,
and minority rights, with a geographic concentration in Modern
and Eastern Europe. She is completing a book manuscript

titled For Your Health and Ours: The East European History

of a Universal Right and has published on the history of
internationalism, public and international health, the right to
health, rights for refugees, and state-building and democracy



in post-imperial Eastern Europe. She has been a postdoctoral
research associate at the Yale Jackson Institute for Global Affairs,
a Fox Fellow at Sciences Po, Paris, and a junior visiting fellow at
the Institute for Human Sciences in Vienna.

Sandra Sirota is Assistant Professor in Residence in Human
Rights and Experiential Global Learning with the Gladstein
Family Human Rights Institute and Director of Dodd Impact’s
human rights education and civic action program, Human Rights
Close to Home, at the University of Connecticut. Sirota’s work
explores human rights and social justice education in formal
and non-formal settings in the United States and South Africa.
Sirota’s current research, funded by the Gladstein Family Human
Rights Institute, focuses on how youth-led social movements
may disrupt systemic racism in education and she is developing
a new research project in conjunction with the launch of Human
Rights Close to Home. Sirota’s recent articles have been
published in Comparative Education Review, the Journal of
Human Rights, and the International Journal of Human Rights
Education. Additionally, she serves as Book Review Co-Editor
for The Journal of Human Rights and Faculty Coordinator for
UConn’s Early College Experience in Human Rights.

Joseph R. Slaughter is Professor of English and Comparative
Literature, and the Executive Director of the Institute for the
Study of Human Rights at Columbia University. Slaughter
teaches postcolonial literature and theory, cultural studies,
human rights, and literary approaches to international law

in the Department of English and Comparative Literature at
Columbia University. He has published numerous articles on
African and Latin American literatures, human rights, and
intellectual property. His book Human Rights, Inc: The World
Novel, Narrative Form, and International Law, won the 2008 René
Wellek Prize for Comparative Literature and Cultural Theory.

He co-edited a volume of essays on Latin American, Caribbean,
and African literatures and culture entitled The Global South
Atlantic (2017), and is currently finishing two books: New Word
Orders, on intellectual/cultural property and world literature,

and Pathetic Fallacies, a collection of essays on human rights
and the humanities. Slaughter was a founding co-editor of the
interdisciplinary journal Humanity, and he was recently appointed
Executive Director of the Institute for the Study of Human Rights
at Columbia University.
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Jeffrey Smith is the Founder and Director of Vanguard Africa,

a nonprofit organization that partners with pro-democracy
leaders across Africa to build campaigns for ethical leadership
and free and fair elections. Smith is also the co-creator and
producer of The Resistance Bureau, a live-format program that
spotlights the leaders at the forefront of the global struggle for
democracy and human freedom. He has written extensively on
issues pertaining to democracy, human rights, and U.S. foreign
policy for premier international publications, including the
Washington Post, Foreign Policy, Foreign Affairs, TIME Magazine,
and The Atlantic. He is often quoted, and his work is cited, by
major media publications and has provided on-air analysis for
the BBC, CNN, MSNBC, NPR, Voice of America, and Al Jazeera.
Smith is a graduate of the University of Connecticut, where he
also received a master’s degree in international relations in 2007,
and remains active in the campus community, including serving
on the Gladstein Institute’s Advisory Board.

Matgorzata Szuleka is Secretary of the Board at the Helsinki
Foundation for Human Rights (HFHR) in Warsaw, Poland, one of
the leading human rights NGOs in Europe. Since 2009, Szuleka
has been one of the leading HFHR’s lawyers and researchers,
often partnering with the European Agency for Fundamental
Rights on major research projects concerning children’s rights,
rights of victims of crimes, and access to justice. Additionally,
Szuleka has published numerous briefs and reports about the
current rule of law crisis in Poland, focused on the work of

the judiciary in times of reform, and documenting attacks on
judges and prosecutors. Her research and advocacy focuses

on the independence of the judiciary, threats to the rule of law,
democratic backsliding, and the shrinking civil society space.
Szuleka is @ member of the Warsaw Bar Association and serves
on the boards of Foundation Action Democracy and Civil
Liberties Union for Europe.

Claret Vargas is a Senior Staff Attorney at the Center for Justice
and Accountability, focusing on civil litigation in U.S. federal
courts against perpetrators of atrocities. Previously, Vargas
served as Research Director at MSI Integrity, an NGO focused on
global governance and business and human rights, as Director
of Internationalization at Dejusticia (Colombia), and as Executive
Director of the Human Rights Center at Stanford Law School.
Her research and advocacy work include issues of climate-
induced forced displacement in the Americas, advocacy before
the Inter-American Human Rights System, Business and Human
Rights, and the design of victim-focused effective mechanisms
for the protection of human rights. Vargas holds a BA, MA

and Ph.D. from Harvard University, and a JD from Harvard Law
School. Prior to her work as a lawyer, she was a professor of
Latin American literature focusing on violence, dictatorships, and
indigenous rights movements in the Americas.



Fiona Vernal is the Director of Engaged Public, Oral, and
Community Histories (EPOCH) and Associate Professor of
History and Africana Studies at the University of Connecticut.
Vernal’s teaching and research center African, Caribbean, and
African Diaspora histories. She curates a number of public-
facing projects, all of which center oral history as part of its

core methodology. Exhibits include: “From Civil Rights to
Human Rights: African American, Puerto Rican, and West Indian
Housing Struggles in Hartford County, Connecticut, 1940-

2019”; “Child Labor and Human Rights in Africa: The Hidden
Costs of Chocolate,” and “Children of the Soil: Generations of
South Africans under Apartheid.” Her current book and digital
humanities project, Hartford Bound, integrates oral histories,
archival research, and GIS methodologies to offer new visual and
spatial histories of race, ethnic belonging, community formation,
and community succession. Vernal was awarded the University
of Connecticut’s Provost Award for Excellence in Community
Engaged Scholarship in 2021.

Richard A. Wilson is a Board of Trustees Professor of Law and
Anthropology, the Gladstein Chair of Human Rights and was
the Founding Director of the Gladstein Family Human Rights
Institute at the University of Connecticut. Wilson is a scholar of
war crimes, crimes against humanity and international criminal
tribunals and is the author or editor of 11 books and over 50
articles. Having received a BSc and Ph.D. from the London
School of Economics and Political Science, Wilson has committed
himself to engaged scholarship that advances civil rights and
human rights in the United States and worldwide. He previously
served as chair of the Connecticut State Advisory Committee
of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. In 2021, Wilson was
appointed by the governor of the state of Connecticut to the
Hate Crimes Advisory Council to examine new measures to
combat hate crimes.

Sarah Winter is Professor of English and Comparative Literary
and Cultural Studies at the University of Connecticut and
co-directs the Research Program on Humanitarianism at the
Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute. An interdisciplinary
scholar of nineteenth-century British literature, human rights,
and the history of law and the modern disciplines, Winter has
published essays in the Routledge Companion to Literature and
Human Rights; the MLA volume on Teaching Human Rights in
Literary and Cultural Studies; and the Cambridge Companion to
Literature and Human Rights. Her current book project focuses
on the human rights narratives and activism that have emerged
from the legal history of habeas corpus in the British Empire.
Essays based on this project have appeared in recent edited
collections, including The State of Nature: Histories of an Idea;
Empire and Legal Thought: Ideas and Institutions from Antiquity
to Modernity; and Fictional Discourse and the Law.
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Sebastian Wogenstein is Associate Professor of German and
Comparative Literature at the University of Connecticut, Co-
director of the Connecticut/Baden-Wirttemberg Human Rights
Research Consortium (HRRC), and a faculty associate of the
Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute and the Center for
Judaic Studies and Contemporary Jewish Life. Wogenstein’s
research focuses primarily on German Jewish literature, theater,
and the intersection of literature and human rights. He is the
author of Horizonte der Moderne: Tragédie und Judentum von
Cohen bis Levinas (Horizons of Modernity: Tragedy and Judaism
from Cohen to Levinas) and co-editor of two books, Globale
Kulturen-Kulturen der Globalisierung (Global Cultures-Cultures
of Globalization) and An Grenzen: Literarische Erkundungen (On
Borders: Literary Explorations).

Michalinos Zembylas is Professor of Educational Theory and
Curriculum Studies at the Open University of Cyprus, Honorary
Professor at Nelson Mandela University, South Africa, and an
Adjunct Professor at the University of South Australia. Zembylas
has written extensively on emotion and affect in relation to social
justice pedagogies, intercultural and peace education, human
rights education, and citizenship education. His recent books
include: Affect and the Rise of Right-wing Populism: Pedagogies
for the Renewal of Democratic Education, and Higher Education
Hauntologies: Living with Ghosts for a Justice-to-Come (co-
edited with V. Bozalek, S. Motala and D. Hdlscher). In 2016,
Zembylas received the Distinguished Researcher Award in Social
Sciences and Humanities from the Cyprus Research Promotion
Foundation.

Kelebogile Zvobgo is Assistant Professor of Government

at William & Mary, a faculty affiliate at the Global Research
Institute, and founder and director of the International Justice
Lab. Zvobgo’s research engages questions in human rights,
transitional justice, and international law and courts, and has
been published in a number of peer-reviewed journals, including
the International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Human Rights,
and International Journal of Transitional Justice. It has also been
featured in a variety of U.S. and international media, including
newspapers, magazines, podcasts, and television. Zvobgo has
won several awards for her work, including Best Paper in Human
Rights from both the American Political Science Association
and International Studies Association, and Best Dissertation

in Human Rights from both the American Political Science
Association and International Studies Association. She holds

a Ph.D. in political science and international relations from the
University of Southern California.
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About the Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute

The Gladstein Family Human Rights Institute, situated in the University of Connecticut’s Office of
Global Affairs and housed in The Dodd Center for Human Rights, advances human rights research,
education, and public engagement. In 2020, Dodd Human Rights Impact joined the Gladstein
Institute to leverage the synergies of UConn human rights programs and create one of the most

dynamic interdisciplinary institutes anywhere in the world.

For more information about the conference visit:
http://s.uconn.edu/hri-20
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